
Africa Day at KGVI 2022 

On 25th May KGVI held a special celebration for Africa Day.  Originally this was to be a small event for 
our boarders but we ended up catering for 250 people!  We have to thank those who helped us 
make this such a special day, with donations for either food or for prizes.  Thank you so much! 

Our judges were interesting being two models, Mr Globe Africa and Mr..  as well as a local clothes 
designer.  The all-male panel was joined by Soneni Gwizi, one of our alumni who works tirelessly to 
raise the profile of disability in local media.  She did a great job in showing the other judges to look 
for, in her words; ‘effort, personality, courage, confidence and unique style’. 

 

 

There were many observations to be made from this day.  Sadly one was that our children have been 
so long out of school and certainly with no extra activities that we struggled to find the talent that 
KGVI has always had available.  We will find it again, but with no dancing, drama or music for two 
years the children are out of practise.  Despite this we managed to hold competitions in traditional 
games, traditional dancing and traditional music as well as the traditional costumes modelling.  Yes 
the singing lacked confidence and many of the dancers were performing in public for the first time, 
but you could still see the talent waiting to be developed.   

 



The important thing was that every child had an opportunity to join in an activity and they had fun.  
We even had some poetry, written and memorised by the girls themselves.  Sitting in your 
wheelchair in front of an audience and speaking out in your shaky voice takes courage and 
determination. 

 

We were also joined by the well-known Drums of Peace who perform regularly all over the country.  
There were only three performers but they always come with loads of extra drums.  These are 
handed out all around the audience so they can learn the basics and join in with enthusiasm.  The 
end result is noisy, energetic, impressive and fun.  There was no singling out able-bodied children so 
anyone could have a try at beating out the rhythm! 

 

 

However it was the modelling that really impressed.  There were some beautiful deaf girls in 
immaculate costumes and there were some staff children also dressed in impressive gear.  But there 
were also children in wheelchairs or on crutches and those whose costumes were very basic.  This is 
where the judges were really tested but with guidance from Soneni and Courage, they came up with 
the right decisions.  Thanks to our dear friends we had enough prizes to have several categories.  The 
most touching moment was when Courtney won a ‘judges special award’ which left not just her in 
tears but most of the audience as well.  Courtney has a condition which has left her face very 
disfigured but she had the courage and confidence to walk down the ‘catwalk’ and face the judges.  
As Courage said, ‘it was her first exposure, I think she has never been recognised in her life before 
except for mockery and jeers’.  Christine also walked down that catwalk on her very short legs and 



then had to struggle up another three times while the judges struggled to pick the winners. She 
looked beautiful in her African attire and also won a prize for Miss Personality. 

 

Thanks to Precious, Courage and Samantha who were the main organisers of this great event, they 
are getting quite proficient at pulling everything together.  Our guest of honour was Edice Dube who 
sadly has just retired after 42 years as a teacher with over 20 at KGVI!   

 

It was wonderful to see the work put in by most of the Centre staff despite it being an official 
holiday.  Staff turned their hands to which ever area needed attention, which, just for an example, 
meant the catering staff were assisted by Nyamande from maintenance and Nontokozo from the 
nurses department.  What a feast they prepared using all traditional food, not all of it totally 
appreciated by our modern children! 

 



The houseparents assisted wherever they were needed but their most important role was to jump 
up and support the prize winners with the customary ululations.  Every child had at least one 
‘parent’ to join them as they received their prize!  One of our deaf boys insisted on hugging all the 
judges and our guest of honour. 

 

It’s not easy in Zimbabwe right now but this event made us all feel good and gave the children a 
taste of what life should and will be again!  It also brought together people from different sectors of 
Bulawayo society and once again our children charmed and impressed everyone and we all had fun! 

 


